Downloading books with Overdrive
Slide 2:  This is the opening screen for Overdrive.  Overdrive is “open” 24/7, and works with PCs or Macs, as well as portable devices, including some  phones, and devices like the Apple® iPod and Sony® Reader.

All formats include accessibility features for the visually impaired.

Use your Library Card number to sign in, no need to set up an account beforehand.

You can search for books using the quick search box, or further down, browse by fiction, nonfiction, or collections.

You do need a computer, your library card, the free Overdrive software, and an Internet Connection to use Overdrive, or the Ipad app.

The quick start guide is a good place to start, as well.  Overdrive has a very nice guide to using the site.

Slide 3:  Right now, we are only offering audio e-books—books that you can listen to on your computer or a portable device.  We also have e-books-text based books that can be read on your computer or on an e-reader, such as a Sony E-reader or a Nook.  

Slide 4:  Digital titles are protected using Digital Rights Management (DRM) which outlines what you can do with a title after download.

You can view the digital rights for any title by clicking on the title cover from the Virtual Branch website.  

For example:

Burn to CD.

Transfer to a portable device.

Adobe eBooks:  Copy / print.

Mobipocket eBooks:  Register up to three computers / devices.

All copies of an expired title must be deleted / destroyed.

Slide 5:  The quick start guide is very helpful in getting a user started.

It walks you through the search and download process, and has a link to the Guided Tour, which is a nice slide show of Overdrive

It als has a link to download the Overdrive Software

A good place to start

Slide 6:  Quick search lets you do a search on a few words that may be in the title or author’s name, or both

Advanced search lets you be specific about an author, title, format, subject, etc.

Of course, you can use Encore, or Lakenet to search for books, then click on the link provided.  It will take you directly to the book.

Slide 7:  You can also search by groups

Fiction

Nonfiction

Collections

These let you narrow your search in different ways

Slide 8:  Getting the book.

If it is available for checkout it will have a link to “Add to Cart”

If you don’t want to check it out yet, you can add it to your “Wishlist”

If it is not available you can “Place a Hold” : you will need to enter your email address for this.

You can check the formats on this screen as well.  One thing to note about formats…many of the books say they aren’t in MP3 format.  Luckily, most mp3 players and ipods will play the wma format.

Slide 9:  Once you click on “add to cart”, this screen comes up.  You can see what devices the book will play on, and be warned about checking out in a timely fashion.  You can also see that the default loan period is 14 days.  From here you can look for more books (you can check out 3 at a time), or continue to checkout.  At this point, if you haven’t signed in already, you will be prompted to do so when you click the proceed to checkout button.

Slide 10:  You have 2 options for check out periods, one week or 2 weeks.  After changing the time, be sure to click the button “confirm checkout”

Slide 11:  After signing in and adjusting the loan period, you can download the book.  Overdrive does require you to use their software to download a book.  The software is fairly easy to download and install, and if you have trouble the Overdrive help process is fast and curteous.  I had some trouble with the software over the weekend, and they answered my email within 12 hours.

When you click the Download this book button, the Overdrive software starts up

Overdrive splits the book into sections so if you are on a slow Internet connection you can download sections one at a time.  You will be able to choose the entire book or individual sections to download.

Slide 12:  Media Console is the software that Overdrive uses to download, play, and transfer the book to another device.  It will also delete the book from your computer when the loan period is over.

Compatible with PC and Mac.

Play OverDrive Audiobooks, Music, and Video with speakers or headphones.

Burn many audio titles to CD with the Burn Wizard! 

Transfer to a compatible device using the built-in Transfer Wizard.

Features

Choose your playback speed.

Custom bookmarking.

Resume from most recently played point.

Windows:  Requirements
Windows® 98 SE (or newer)

OverDrive Media Console for Windows

Windows Media® Player 9 (or newer)

For Transfer to Apple Devices

iTunes v7.6.2.9 (or newer)

QuickTime v7.4.5 (or newer)

Windows XP (or newer)

Compatible formats:

OverDrive WMA / MP3 Audiobooks, Music, and Video

Mac:  Requirements
Mac computer with an Intel or 
PowerPC processor

Mac OS 10.4.9 (or newer) 

OverDrive Media Console for Mac

iTunes version 7.6.2.9 (or newer)

QuickTime version 7.4.5 (or newer)

Compatible Formats:

OverDrive MP3 Audiobooks

Slide 13:  Downloading process

Slide 14:  Audio books can be played on mp3 players, ipods, and some smart phones.  

E-books can  be played on e-readers such as the Sony, and some smartphones.

Slide 15:  Overdrive has a section called “My Digital Account”  where you can see what is in your cart, what is checked out (and how much longer you have), what you have on hold, what you have in your wish list, and what books you have rated.  You can also set your lending period here (1 or 2 weeks).

Slide 16:  My digital bookshelf shows you what you’ve got checked out, and when it expires. It also lets you re-download a title.

